Julio/ July, 1989

Nimero/Number 5




CONTENIDO — CONTENTS

Subterraneo Numero Cinco, Julio, 1989 - Subterraneo Number Five, July, 1989

3. Introduccion al Espeleoclub Zotz, Guadalajara, Jalisco, México y su boletin bilingiie, Subterraneo. Introduction
to Espeleoclub Zotz, Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico and its bilingual bulletin, Subterraneo. Speleology and cave exploration
in Western Mexico. La Espeleologia y exploracion de cuevas en el Occidente de México: Jalisco, Nayarit, Colima y
Michoacéan. Anuncio, advertisement, Mexpeleo 9, Ciudad Valles, San Luis Potosi.

4. Chapuzén Success! by John Pint. Chapuzon jExito! Por Jests Moreno N. Cold Dunk Cave, Pool of Putrefaction,
guano, bats, murciélagos, bugs, moscas streblidas, Anoura geoffroyi, Desmodus rotundus, El Balcén, volcanic cave,
Cueva volcanica.

7.La Cueva de la Tigra, Zotz se va de vacaciones. Las Varas, Zaculapan, Nayarit, Dolphin Beach, Platanitos, bats
murciélagos, guano, mapa de la cueva, cave map.

8. lllustrated Map of Cold Dunk Cave. Mapa ilustrado de la Cueva del Chapuzoén, Tala, Jalisco, México.

9. Terrero, A Zotz-SMES Expedition to Jalisco’s Deep Pits by John J. Pint. Terrero, una Expediciéon Zotz-SMES a los
s6tanos mas profundos de Jalisco por Jesis Moreno N. Cerro Grande. Mauricio Tapie, Mitch Mentura, Boneyard Pit,
Sétano de los Huesos, cave map, mapa de la cueva, stalactites, curtains, bones, huesos, mud, lodo, El Pozo de
Lentiscos, Carlos Lazcano, moscos Chironomidos, Sergio Graf, Sétano del Colgado, Hanging Man Pint, Sétano el
Tapado, Constipation Pit.

13. Cinacar Trek... Where no Caver has Gone Before... Report by John J. Pint, Art by Jesus Moreno N. Zenzontla,
El Chico, Cinacar, Almeria River, Rio Almeria, huge ticks, garapatas enormes, guano, at least three species of bats,
almenos tres especies de murciélagos, mapa de la Cueva de Cinacar, map of Cinacar Cave.

15. Anatomy of a Stuck Caver by Mitch Ventura. Pozo de Lentiscos, Cerro Grande, Manantlan, Mario de la Madrid,
knot, Jumar, Gibbs, rack, harness, prusik, cramps.

17. Atrapado en una Sima en Manantlan por Nacho Icaza. Terrero, marimba, arnés, nudo, Jumar, Gibbs.

19. Exploracién al Resumidero de Toxin, la Mas Grande de Jalisco, por Mario Guerrero, Nacho lcaza y Susy Pint.
Carlos Lazcano, CEO, Minatitlan, rappel, estalactitas, formaciones, estalagmitas, ajolote, murciélagos, mal aire, métano.

21. Zotz! The Book, 1947 Novel by Walter Karig. From our library, de nuestra biblioteca. Exchanges, intercambios.
22. Murciélagos en Monitos por Jesus Moreno. Insectivoros, insecticidas.

A
M

This PDF ©2016 by John Pint. Espeleoclub Zotz, later known as Grupo Espeleolégico Zotz, was started by John and
Susy Pint in 1985 in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico. Publication of the Club's bulletin, Subterraneo, began in March, 1988.
Zotz has located, explored, mapped and photographed caves in Jalisco, Colima, Nayarit and Michoacan. PDFs of
Subterraneo were published on the Internet in 2016 by John Pint, email: ranchopint@hotmail.com.

Este PDF©2016 por John Pint. Espeleoclub Zotz es conocido también como Grupo Espeleolégico Zotz y fue fundado por
John y Susy Pint en 1985. Zotz ha encontrado, explorado, topografiado y fotografiado cuevas en Jalisco, Colima, Nayarit
y Michoacan. Los PDF de Subterraneo fueron publicados en el Internet en 2016 por John Pint, correo:
ranchopint@hotmail.com.



mailto:ranchopint@hotmail.com
mailto:ranchopint@hotmail.com

(3)

SUBTERRANED

is the newsletter of ESPELEQCLUB Z0T7Z ("Zeotx" is hat in Mavan),

in Guadalaiara, and dedicztad to the discovery,
sxploration and study of caves, especially those in western Mexics,
SUBTERRABNED, with articles and resumes in both Soemsh and
Engiish, is published three fimes a year. Subscriphion: 10,000 pesos
par calendar year in Maxico, 10 US dollars elsewhers. Froposais for
exchanges with other publications are welcome.

Z0TZ 5 a member of the Sociedsd Mexicana de Explaracionac
Subtervaness (EMES) and acsicts the Mewican Sooial Securitu
Medical Cenfer in its study of hish iE i Jalisco, We siso
present BaT CONSERVATION INTEARATIGNAL's SSuung  Show
BATS, MYTrS AND REALITY ¥o inferested groups, Your subsoripiion
supports these projecrs!

SUBTERRANED

es un holetin del ESPELEQCLUR ZOTZ (Zotz. murciélago en maus) ¢
Guadalajara, lalisno, qus ce dedica gl deccubrimiontn sunlovaoidn g
estudio de cusvas, especiaimentz zn el ocoidenfs da al Repdblica
Meivana. SUBTERRANEC tiene articulos en espaiol & Wights ¥ 3
pubiica fres veces 2l aflo. Suscripcidn {de enero a diciembre’ 10,00
pesos anuales (i dbiares EEUU en e exiranjerc). Tenemos nteré
en recibir como intercambio ofras publicaciones,

ZOTZ es miembro de |a Sociedad Mexicana de Exploracione
Subterrdness (SMES) y asigte al Centro Madico de! MES on sv
astudios de I Sistoplasmosis en Jafsoo. También presenta a grupos
ieresados la audiovisual de BAT CONSERVATION INTERNSTRINAL,
Wlﬁmﬁ\?i MIT0S ¥ RERLIDADES, 15u suscripcidn apouard esto
PrOoTamas!

EDITOR: Jdohn 4 Pint ART: Jesis Moreno
ASSISTANT EDITOR: Susy ibarra de Pint
INFORMATION: TEL 13-9443 Guadalajara {(Nani)
ADDRESS: Ando 102, CP 450140
Ci granja. Jalisco, Mexico

EDITOR: John J, Pint, ARTE: Jests Moreno
ASISTENTE: Susy tbarra de Pint

INFORMACION: TEL 13-94-48 Guadaiajara {Nani

Ciudad Granja, Jaiisco
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SUCCE!

COLD DUNK CAVE:
THE TENTH ASSAULT

Is Cold Dunk one or two caves? How long
is it {or they}? What had stopped us dead in
our itracks was nfaimous
FPutrefaction, a black mixture of stagnant
water, bat urine and guano, in which wea
had last seen floating a partially decomposad
rat.

Access to the Pool is via marrow ledges
on eithar side of a river channel about two
meters deep and one-hali meter wwide You
arrive at a balcony four to five meters
above the irothy surface depanding on
whethesr it is the dry o wet season. We haxi
made varicus attempts tc continue onward
by climbing above and around the nool, but
had oniy arrived at an even worse prospect:
chimneyine horizontally along 2 aarrow
channel with high. smooth wvalls, inches
above a saushy substance wWhich could be
describad ac ‘“gquickeuwana” After scavaral
meters, ihe channel opened into what
seamed to be ancther disgusting pool of
ufiicnown depth.

With  the help of mountain-climber
frjands, wwe had discovered that the “high
road” (climbing on ledges far avove the
muck) Wwas npossible. That left the low
P ‘

Our pian — o put it simpiy — was to leap
into the disgusting mire and ploww ahead. We
would carrv a floatation device to heip us
cross poocis and play out our longest rope
(tied off upstream) te aid us in our return,

On January &th, four ZOTZ members
approached the EZ eatrance Jesus Moreno

LT, P -t
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IEXTTO!

EXITO EN LA CUEVA
DEL CHAPUZON

(O ESOS ESPELEOLOGOS

NO SON TAN INUTILES)

DEC

IiMO INTENTO

Nada que hacer para ei Uomingo & de
ni campaments ai nada, asi que
alguien sugiris'{ porqué no vamos a la Cueva
def Chapuzdn? ' (Otra vez? Pero esta vez st le
llegameos al final, [Juar, mar! S odmao o
(Porgueé no? Sdlo hay que ir con la idea fija
de meternos donde sea 3 como sea,

Y ahi estibamos, John Susy. Mastha y
vo, dispuestos a meternos donde fuera ¥
come fuers. Busno, solo John y yo — ol resta
se guedaria como grupo de apowvo,

Al lHegar a Ia peguena oascada v
comenzar a disponer las cuerdas para bajar,
empezamos a notar lo que seria el nueve
obstdculo que la cueva nos ponfa: Habla
millones iparecian trillones! de peqguehas
moscas siredbiidas, parasitos hematdgiagos

SR SN
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and I were to be the assault team with
Martha Moreno and Susy Pint acting as the
"support team” and cheering seaction We
crawied to the tree trunk room and tied our
10C meter rope onto a hamdy coolumn,
prophetically figuring this passage through
the slime and the stink might turn out to be
a once-only trip, we decided to survey our
way downstream. Each of us wore as much

synthetic clothing as possible and I was
hoping my peolypropylene wick-away

underwear woulki make this cold dunk less
chilly than previous wet experiences.

ATTACK
OF THE EYEBALL-BITERS

What we hadn't forsseen ware the buas
As we approached the Pool of Putrefaction,
miflions attacked in full force. Why they
prefar biting pecpla in the ayeball, 1 don't
know, but the stratepy was certainiy
effective in scaring off our so-called support
team, which retired to the far end of the
Tree Trunk Room to cheer us on
telepathically.

‘We rigged the cabie ladder at one end of
the infasnous aol, climbed down
plunged into the evil bhrew, The floatation
device, consisting of numerous plastic botties
inside a guaay sack proved unnsTsssary, as
the pool level was at an all-time iow, making
it easy to cross in a spiash or two. Soon we
were on terra firma beyond the Pool and
about to confront OQuicksuano Channel
Amazingly, a few teatative steps CoONViiioea
us that tha muck had dried into a soiid
suriace, We proceeded to survey the gently
twisting passage that followwed

Lot me add that a cloud of bugs was still
hovering above, beiow and on ail sides of us
and by now had chewed away who kaowws
how many pounds of our flesh. Imagine
trying to read & survey compass Whils
sv.a.t*ing away these bloodsuckers
wiping enough muck oif the page to jot
down the figures. Ws iwere using a Bob &
Bob Rite-in-the-Cave booi, thank God, and
can attest that in addition to writing in the
water, it also writes in the 5
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de los murciélagos! Ei an-e de la cueva
estaba lleno de eflas v se metian a la nariz 3

los ajos, Pensaba gue cuando menos no nos
picarian; supuse gue soic se alimentaban de
sangre de murcidélago {estoy feo perc nunca
pensé gue me iban a confundir con un
murciéiago) Afortunadamente, los piguetes
no eran muy fuertes y eran bastante
soportables. asi gue ba,amos al pruner poZo,
Aqui, francaments, yo ya me gueria rajar.
Ya me habia comido el ﬂqun-'a.lento a un kilo
de carne de moscas y el pozo ai que
estdbamos lHegandoc estaba lleno de guano
tiguido, pero, pues yva estaba mas facil seguir
bajando gue volver a subir. Ademas “ahi
estaba esa vocecita interior gque le dice al
espeiedlogo - siguele guey — Después de
chapotear en el pasamos  por  un
peguedo pasaje v ilegamos al punto en el que
nos hablamos quedado en aguel iejano cuarto
intento. Agui =l guano era mas sdlide ¥ sdls
nos llegaba a los tobillos ( iQué padee!) ¥
linico probiema real va nada mas eran ias

ihamos

Conforme avanzando  ihamos
haciendo ei levantamiento topografico.
iNadie iba a regresar a medir sqguelis!

Hasta gue John encontrd la hueua de un
animai, v bien granqe {guip) Tenia gue
haber cotea salida, ningun animal hubxero.
pasado por donde nosotros lo hicimos, v si,
mas adelante se sentia aire fresco v habia
muche mence moscas, vo va trala una bola
de =iias en la gﬂt‘ganta — ¥ oreo gue en
momentscs pensd gue era un chicles — 3 por
fin llegamos a la otra salida, que era Ia
entrada cerca de la cascada por ia gue
hablamos intentade pasar en el sexto intento
en el gue por estar lieno de agua soio
reCorrlinos Qiez et os,

Asi gue lo logramos, icarajol ¥ ahora si



THE FOOTPRINT

As we moved out of Quickguano Channei,
we gradually noticed a diminishing in the
bug concentration ancl. could it be? Was
there an occasional wisp of fresh air in the
cholking, foul-smelling mixture we wvera
forced to breathe?

We took a few more steps and froze
There on the sround was a fresh footprint..
not human, but feline and whatever had

uced it was big!

“Gulp! Jesus, [ do believe we are not alone
herel”

"No.. but how did 72, whatever it is, get in
nere? Not the way we came, thats for sure.
therefore.”

THE END OF THE TUNNEL

Waea charged ahead. The air grew clearer
and cooler. and then we saw it light! A few
minutes later, we stepped out of the
Waterfall Entrance where we had first
entered this cave many moons ago. 1Then, we
had to wade through water over a meter
deep. but now there wasn't a drop to be
seen, The cause oi this, we couldn't
detarmine, but the mystery of Cold Dunk
Cave has been resoived: it is one long,
mcandering cave with six entrances, two
iarge colonies of bats (one identified as
Anoura geoffroyi) a handiul of vampire
bats (Demodus rotundus) and umpteen
million eveball-biters which we were forced
to battle again in order to derig our
unneeded rope, And, of course we had to
spiash  back through the FPool of
Putrefaction. but surely it wss worth it st
iast to be abie to pubiish the definitive map
of Cold Dunk Cave which accompanies this
asticle,

PAST THE POGINT OF DIVORCE

On March 2, 1989. we set out to finish up
our survey, Susy, Jesus and I dropped down
the Entrance {about 12 meters,
iree-hanging), bats flitting in and out of the
shaft of sunlight,

We began to survey our way along the
East Wing, which is a high, narrow crack

2
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podemos mostraries un mapa completo de ia
cueva del chapuzon.

LA GRAN FUNCION

Aungue la Cueva del
hapuzon ya estaba
explorada, faltaba
topografiar
corrasctaments

un pegueno tunsl

» (£i Baicdn) que se encontraba
an la antrada dal tire, como
siete metros arriba del suelo,

En un priacipic aguello iba a ser una
tarea bastante aburrida que no iba a
merecer que me sentara a escribir, pero al
final del tGnel nos encontramos con una de
ssas maravillas del mundo animal capaces da
provocar admiracién hasta en ei mds tapado
de los humanos.

Frente a nosotros, a unos ires metros
cuando mucho, s& encontraba una wolonia de
murciélagos. Esto no tendria nada de especial
ai fin y ai cabo son murciéiagos,
precisamentz lo gue sspera encontrarss uno
en una cueva. Lo especial en esta ocasién fue
eof ambiente de este encuentro. Primero, ios
murcidlagcs no estaban hacia arriba de
nosotros como siempre sucede, sino a la
aftura de nuestros ojos. Segunds, no fabla
necagidad de usar las ldmparas ¥ molestarios,
va que ia coionia recibia iluminacion naturai
desde Ia bLoca del tirc 3 con =fectc dde
contraluz por demis artistico v tercero
estos murciéiagos no parecian temernos o
por lo menos no demasiado, asl as gue a

pesar de nuestra presencia  seguian
reslizando sus actividades mnormales, Ahl
estuvimos ducante bastanta tiempo
aprendiendo de eliocs aigunas de sus

costumbires, como el hecho de gue =n waa
colonia existen varios grupos, en este caso
cuatro de elios, v airededor de ios grupos,
individuos solitarics, los cuales intentan
ingresar a estos grupos pero son rechazados.
Ya para partic se capturaron dos de estos
individuos v se comprobé gue eran machos,
Por si fuera poco, este lugar de observacién
25 comodisimo v puede uno pasarse tolo el
dia contemplando el especticulo una gran

funcién ¥y soio para nosotros
FIN



with plenty of bats observing us from perhaps 15 meters above.
Whnat we thought would be a quick-and-easy job tock hour
basically because surveus messure the distances and angles o
siraicht fines and owr nassace never ceased its twishinas and
turnings, Twenty stations fater, awactl when the pasc
nerrowed 1o an uncoiorsable fourteen inches wide, Susy cried out
throudh chattering Teeth, “this Is it! 'm freezing! DIVORCE: DIVORTEY
But somehow she managed 1o carry on beuond whai's now known 2
the Punto de Divorcio. B Tew stations later, we discovered a natural
niche in want of a statue and decided o name it in Susy’s honor: The
Pedestal of the Martur,

Bu tha fima we reached the Waterfall Entrance, where owr lact
cuwppy had ended, all of ue were tired, cold and hungry. The last
unsurveyed section, calied The Baloony would just have to wait,

THE DEGOLLADO BALCONY

In May of 'BY, Jesus, Nache and | climbed ouer the edge of Pint’s
Pacsage, down the ozhble ladder o The Baloony, which consists of 2
long, low orawlway and severs! rooms five fo seven meters sbove
the floor of the cave. ide hoped to gt the whole thing over with as
quickly as possibie, However, when we reached ihe second of Two
piaces where one can look down Trom the The Baicony info the cave
proper, we came upon such a wonderful sight that the three of us
simply sat there, mouths open, Teet danalmg over the edge, for a1
lazct an hour,

¥ was just after noon and a ray of suniight pascing through the
siot was Sishting up the whole ares below us, From the oailing of this
roum, level with our Tield of vision, and oniy five feet away from us,
were hanging four ciusiers of bafs. The way they were carrying on
conuinced us they were Tofaily unaware of our presence.. or maybe
they just didn't care! )

Because we weve seeing them in profile, rather than from below,
we peening Toms could abserve their cuary move with the areatest
clarity. Gnd move they did |f they weren’t crawiing over one
snother or grooming one another, they were taking off to visit their
nelalbors of to tour the cave or 10 have a Thing nip af "Lonesame
George,” one of several characiers iurking 3 distance from ihe
clusters (and from each other). \When George wasn't Tighting of7 his
“yisitors,” he would stretch his thin wings to their utter limits and
beat them enthusiasticaliu, We noticed a simitar activitu on the part
of certain individusls in the clusters, but never as long and as
vigorous as George’s. Is this 3 mating ritual? Chiropteran aerchics?
Bat air conditioning? We nzed a Merlsn Tufte on that baloony!

And so, aside from its other charms {for one, it is the langest
voicanic cave we've Tound in Jaiisco: 623 mefers of passage), Coid
Dunk Cave possesses the most ideal bat observatory imaginable -
with no arfificial Raht needed! We hope fo return offen, with
binoculars and perhans someday 3 video camera.

John J, Pint

7

LA CUEVA DE LA TIGRA

Zacuaipan is a tiny town north of Las Uaras, Nayarit. The only
reason we stopped there last March 21— on our way to wenderful
Dolohin Beach — was to nuestiaate its famed cave. lWe had already
apauired the following information:

LThecm) is called LA CUEVA DE LA TIGRA {The Cave of the

Tigerh

2. ;jnere’saﬁmier grop at ihe enfrance.

3, The cave is “hundrads of meters long” and those who have
entered it had fo give up long before finding the end,

A very friendly lady living near the pave offered to lead us to the
antrance and patiently waited whie we donned harnesses, crelle,
jumars, dozens of carabiners and bagsful of rogs,

Staguering under our loads, we procecded along a fant, dusty
frail under ihe biazing mid-gay sun of this semi-iropical area. Dur
non-caving Triends followed along, scratching their heads over our
insistance on submitfing ourselves (and them) to such torture
instead of heading directiu for the beach.

Of the three nieces of information we had receivad about the
csve, only the fwrst (ite nams) turned cut fachual The "20 metor
drop" was an =554 two-meter downolmb and the endless passases
added up 1o about 120 meters of beasiiy hot ocave. The oy
movemeni of air inside there was caused by baiwings, Severai hoies
mdicated past efforts at mining. Drenched with sweat, we
made a auick skefch of cave and exited info the szzling

sunshinge,
Nowg, at ast, we had a real exsuca far aoina to the beach!

.
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LA CUEVA DE LA TiGRA
2072 SE VA DE VACACIONES

Semana Santa, femporada de vacaciones, y siguiendo I3

“milenaria" tradicidn, nos fuimos al mar John Susy, dos amiaos, Rick 4
flexandra y un servidor, pero como Z0TZ lpwables,decadms'ra
una plaua con cusvas en los alrededores. A<l es qug o luaar elegido
fue Platanitos en Nagarit donde ceqdn informes habia dos cusvas, 4
pues con = oblisado equipo playero, cheves y draje de bafo,
Empacamos & equipo de espeleoiodla.
_ Y alid vamos. La primera parada fue en La Cueva de La Tigra en
Zacuaipan, no muy lejos de la costa. Uina sefiora y su hija muy
amablemente nos llevaron hasta I entrada, Las seguimos,
sohrecaraados con cuerdas 4 equipo verhical. or para "un
tira de 20 metros" u sudando como puercos.

El firo veoudtd de 2 metros y muy fdcd de bajar. L2 cueva era
pequens, bastante calente y himeds y contents mucho suano. Nada
que vaiiers la pena: wios 126 meiros de forfura il

Despues de ahi, y fienos de iodo y guano pues a banarnos al mar,
La oira cusva ya i la pelamos. Pusimos miles de pretextos para no
ir, 3si que nos pasamps cuatro maravillosos dias acampando en la
playa. Los Z0TZ también tenemas derecha a vacaciones.
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John J. Pint

Wednesdav, April 19, Mauricio Tapie of
SMES (Mexican Underground Expioration
Scciety) arrived here from Mexdco City
along with a 200 meter rope that we hoped
would reach the floor of Jesus Moreno's
"Bottemlase Pit" described in Swbterranco
#4,

Mauricic is a lively, smiling, ever- jolang
fellow and now sports a mustache "a la
Mexicana" In his 20's, Mauricio has expiored
an inoredible number of this countey's
greatest caves and published countiess
articles on them. He and his {riends are
proof that spelaclogy is coming into its owa
in Mescico,

Next day, Susy, Jesus, Mauricic and I
were again among the tall oaks of the Cerro
Grande, heading “into Terrero, one of the
rare towns in Mexico where the houses and
fences are made of wood Leaving Mauricio's
car under guard ihere we headed for our
campsite, huge clouds of powdery dirt
billowing behind us. Not hard to see where
Tarrers {Pirt Town') got its name!

BONES

Next morning, we only had to walk four
minutes from our campsite to ths nearest
apparently unexplored pit, Crawling down
the steep side of its 60 meter-wide mouth,
e reached a tree overlocking s sheer drop.
Mitch Ventura had spotted this hole long
ago (on a hike from Coiimal) and had claimed
he could just make cut a horizontal passage
down at the bottom.

As I lowered myself into the bright Ty ~Lit
pit, I kept my eye on the large black ¢ onening
to one sikie at the bottom. Wouild it turn out

Jesus Moreno N.

iAhora si! Esta vez con poco mas de 200
meiros e cuerda salimos con rumbo al
Cerre Grande. Ahora nos acompafabs
Mauricio Tapie de la Sociedad Mexicana de
Exploraciones Subterraneas (SMES), un
ospeleologo de pm.rnera finea v con
muchisima experlencxa en el descenso cle
sotanos. El primer b ,ec...vo seria terminar
de expiorar los dos sétanos gue habiamos
dejado pendientes v despuds, si habia tiempo,
encontsas otros gue valieran la pena,

N
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= PoLvomENTo CAMINO_ "
=~ DEL TERRERO_ == ~=

El primer sétano., Mitch Ventura ya lo
habla encontrado hacia tiempo, sin poder
bajaric por falta de cuerda. Es una caida de
unos 40 metros. En el fondo cgue es de forma
alargada existe una caverna en uno de sus
extremos v cerca de ella un powzo de poca
importancia. A este tiro lo llamamos el Pozo
da fa Liama por una de las formaciones de Ia
caverna. Como datos curiosos, en una seccicn



like so many other "possible passages” sean
irom the mouths of pits. a mere shadow
made by a deep crevice?

Forty meters down I touched bottom on
a heap of rocks and tree trunis. The opening
was as dark and inviting as ever! The rest of
the crew followed, including Susy, who was
thoroughly enjoying her loagest rappel ever.

Our "passage”’ turned out to be a cave
with two rooms. The first had a high ceiiing
nicely decoratad swith large curtains and
stalactites. The floor was solid, nearly black
mud., "Loock at these” shouted Mauricio,
shining his hand lamp inte a neat round hold
about a foot in diameter, From the wall of
the hole, two yellow bLones were protruding.
Several similar holes, all formed by stalactita
drip, exhibited bones, probabiy cow bones,
and we wondersed just how sxtensive a
graveyard lay beneath the mud and why
the bones were inside the cave and not at
the bottom of the open pit where you'd
expect falling cows to land,

The bLack wall of the room svas
decarated with a weird formation said by
some to resemblie a bas-relief liama. On one
side of it was a small opening leading tc a
little room, beautifully decorated. And there
ended the cave, except for a drainage hoie
bottomed by Jesus at 18 meters below the
cave floor,

CARLOS WAS HERE

in the late afternoon, ywwe took Mauricio
to "Mitcoh's Dit” whers our 077
member had recentiyv spent a night under
fess  than  ideal  circumstances (See
Anatomy of a Stuck Caver, this issue)
Knowing the pit is over 100 meters deep,
Mauricio’s 200 meter "Chewing Gums Special”
(stretchy Italian 9 mam rope) was used for
the descent. However, no sooner had
MNauricio disa cver the adge, when
he shouted, ‘Tve seen a picture of this pit. It's
E! Pozo de Leuntiscos (explored by Carlos
Lazcano)' And thus hbegan a series of
interminabie jokes and speculations: wouid
we find little messages reading "Carlos wvas
here” at the bottom of avery pit in the
Cerro Grande? Not likeily, since UTarios
Lazcano himself had sugpested, in a recent
ietter, that we should continue worlking in
this airea. 50 he must have left soimething
for us!

Colisaa

S
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SOTANO DE LOS HUESOS “ r

(Boneyard Pit)

CEPRO CANVEC, MALEL0
T"'%ﬁ%ﬁm’"ﬁ; oMYA >
JOWN J VT,
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8

ez
WA TRpe
Wﬂ‘ﬂ ’f:)‘;ﬁ"‘ oyr

de esta cueva se encontraron algunos huesos
recian de vaca) enterrados en el lodo
Tambidn habia millones da pequedios moscos
{Chironomidos) en una grieta y era tai su
concentracidn que no se podia respirar.

CARLOS ESTABA AQUI

Por la tarde del mismeo dia, decidimos

bajar el tiro donde meses antes Mitch tuve
problemas, El primers =n bejar fus Mauricis
¥ a medio camino,

nos salid con ia noticia,

“iEste tiro yo lo conozco!
Se llama el Pozo de
Lentiscos y Carios
Lazcano publicd uaa
foto de &1 en aighn
lado” Puestas asi las
cosas, vo va ni bajié,
ademas de que

mi ldmpara no
queria funcionar, asi
que salié Mauricio 3
mejor nos fuimos a
cenat. y a dormir
Macorgue al dia siguients
= bajariamos el tiro
4 donde yo me habia
puedade co oy gue
deberia medir 200

i Metyros CoinG n‘.ﬂ‘dﬁw
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THE SUSPICIOUS ECOLOGIST

The solution to the problam vwas brought
o us by Sergio Graf, a young man living in
El Terrerc and representing the University
of Guadalajara in the area. When he first
appeared at our campsite, it was obviousiy
to check us cut. Were we a gang of hunters,
arsonists or garbage-strewers? As we began
to converse, Jesus mmendioned our nterest in
acology, admitting, however, that having
such an interest didn't necessariiy prove we
wouldn't burn the wooeds down,

"That reminds me of a great cartoon I
once saw, excilaimed Sergio, and as he toid
ug ahout it Jesue smiled. Of course, he was
the author of the cartoon and once Sergio
found ocut, he put himselfl wholeheartediy at
our disposal and even invited us to vicit hic
headquarters in Terrero to ook over Carios
Lazcano's recently published (by the UDG)
book on the caves of the Cerro Grande. This
inciudes maps, measurements and
approximate locations Thus, we had all the

information e needed for determining
which of our discoveries were really new
and which parts of the Cerro Grandae

haven't been investigated.
NOT QUITE 200 METERS

All day Friday was dedicated to
resolving the mystery of the Sotano del
Colgado where Jasus Moreno had once spent
two hours fixing his ascending gear while
hanging in darkness at the eand of our 100
me"cer rope
This pit is located at the bottom of =
very small, shallow, unpretentious doline and
its entrance is a slot only half a meter wide.
As 1 did not enter it due to uncooperative
boweis, I can't reiate the human deama that
took up nearly the entire day, How did they
feel when they discovered that 1734 meters
of Mauricio’s rope iay on the ficor of the
cave, only 26 meters “below the end of ous
rope?

The mystery, at least, was soon resolved
When Jesus had previously tosced a gob of
mud into the dark void, it had fallen 26
meters and quietly landed on the soft, black
mud floor, giving the perfect illusion of
naving gone inte another dimension

Muy de manana estuvimeos listos v
bajamos ei sétano. Pocos metros después,
flegamos a la pandiente donde terminaba =i
tiro oequeﬁo. Otra vez Mauricio por ser el de
mas expenencm fue el primero en bajar, |V
sorpresal el tiro media solc otros 26 metsos,
Me puse do todos colores, Gitey ¢ Porqué eres
tan Gluey? (De dénde sacaste otros cien
metros? Una vez remacto del mdlculo; bajé
¥o también. 51, era cierto, Vo habia estado a
sole 26 metros del piso la vez anterior Lo
gue pasé fue gue ei fondo estaba formado
por iodo negro y justo debajo de ia cuerda
habia una pegueha depresxém también negra
v esa depresion era el agujero negro que yo
fiabla visto fa dltima vez Despuds de pedir
disculpas por el ervor, explorames aguel
sdtano. Tenia algunos  pasajes  aungue
ningunc de importancis, pero aun asi era
lmponente la vista desde ahi abajo. Comimos

algo ahi mismo, tomamos  medidas,
fot fias y salimos De cualquier modo,

aquel habia sido ei tiro mas profundio que yo
he bajado, Asl que o me puedo guejar.

A — 0 w
SOTANO DEL COLGADO F1FQ. Aron -G %
(Hanging Man Pit) 25 M. 1
CERRO GRANDE, JALISCO
TRABAJO REALIZADO
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Al dia signieate por fa mahana tuvimos
visitas. Eran personas de Ia Universidac de
Guadalajar“ ¥ de! sjdo de E! Terrers

Querian saber si alguno de nosotros era
Carios Lazcano va que les habian dicho que
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THE GREAT WHISTLE FIASCO

In anticipation of this pit's exploration,
ZOTZ members had spent months iearning
morse code and practicing long distance
communication by sports-type whistle. But,
aias, our pains Wwere for nought. The first

beiow, a far-oif, tiny voice pieaded in
carefully separated syllables

For .. g&1 .. whist ... ie &
v IM ... POSE ... | .. ble ... un ... der ... stand ...
v AUSB s 1O o e 8 scho B

Later we asked Mauricic about ths
techawology used by expert sotaneros to solve
this probiem. How, for exampie, wouid he
inform the folke at the hottom of a 200
meter pit that he had reached the top and
the rope was free? Nuy Facil” he replied,
"Before I start to ascend 1 tall them to vait
a haif an hour and then start climbing!”

Ef Sotano d=l Coigade liss in the zone
explored by Lazcano, but was probably
bypassed due to the smali entrance,

SOTANOS GALORE

The trus potential of this area came to
us the next day which we naively decided
fo dedicate to cave hunting.

Hal In ten minutes we found twwo new
holes and were already running back to
camp for our long ropes. The
second of these had a nice
50 meter cdrop and took
soine time o map its
aarrow, twisting passage-
ways, Mauricio, however,
kept trying to push things
aiong so he could get back outside
one of nature's louder callis, Alas, we took too
long and thus the cave gained its name
Sotano ET Tapado {Constipation Pit}

Using white paint, We marked the
enterances of the four caves we had explored
with the symbois {originaily DBelgian, I
believe) recommended by SMES for thickly
cave infested areas:

O %, X

LOCATED ENTERED MAPPED
From what we've seen oi the Cerro

Grande so far, we may nesad several gallons
of paint before we're through.

estabamos explorands los sotanos y el habia
hecho lo misme en anos anteriores, Despues
de recomendarnos gue tuvieramos cuidado
con las fogatas 3 todas ssas cosas Sergic
Graff, quien es el encargado de esta parte de
ia reserva de la biosiera <de ia Sierra de
Manantlan, nos dio la noticia de que la UDG
habia editado un libro sobre los sotanos y
CAVEr{ias OE 54 ZONA, Li UENiA Wino ea su
oficina asi gque nos invito a que lo vierameos v
ciaro, fuimos, Pues si, aguei iibro estaba ileno
de  informacion  importantisima  para
nosotros. Rapidamente consultamos aguel
tesoro para ver si los sotanos explorados ios
dos dias anteriores eran realmente
inexpiorados. Ei de Lentiscos estaba
efectivaimente SXplorads, o asi 105 oti'os dos
de los ocualec al mas profunde ocuparia el
sexto lugar de proiundidad para agueiia
Zona,

Despues de agradecer e favor, ahora si
sabiendo que partes no estaban expioracias,
mniciamos una caminata buscando sotancs.

Primero encontramos uno pequeno ¥y
despues otyo gue si prometia aigo. Midio un
total de 62 metros, Lo chistoso agui fue gue
ia primera medida fue de unos ochenta
meatros, calculando s cantidad de cuerda
sobrante, pero la desilusion llego cuando nos
dimos cuenta de gue ia cuerda no estaba
amarrada de uno de sus extremos A este
sotano lo llamamos £L TAFADO gracias a
Mauricio, quien debido a tanto tiempo gue

debio esperar midiendo v explorando la
cuava, no pudo acudir a un llamado

urgente de la naturaleza,

Ese fue el ultimos dia de explo-

raciones pero siempre con ia idea de
regrasar a esta bellisima zona de Manantlan.

y Prer Ll pXTeSEEDG
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May 5, 1589, With Mano, Jesus and John aboa:
we’d heard tales of fabulous caves...

zex ¥ %‘ bl Y
M x o SO 1.8 < d

d, the ZO1Zjeep speeds towards Zenzontla, where once
+ COM MAND, JESUS ¥ JOHN ABORDO. EL JEEP ZOTZ EMPRENDIO LA
MARCHA HACK ZENZONTLA, EN DONDE SUPUESTAMENTE SE ENCUENTRAN UNAS CUEVAS FABULOSAS.,

@% % { ~ ) .
v s ~ 5
But the fri Zenzontians reveal an unexpected detail

.
about ther many caves... none of them is anuwhere near
Zenzontla! + PERD LOS AMABLES ZEMZONTLANOS NOS

INFORMAROM DE UN PEOQUENO DETALLE ACERCA DE LAS FAMOEAS
CUEVAS: [Nl UN& SOLA SE ENCUENTRA CERCA DE ZENZONTLA!

* . « 1 : > . . ‘
by v A 2 ' &

fAfter a delicious soup of cray-and-catfish (provided by a passing fisherman), we camp
aside the Almeria River, troubled only by one minor disturbance: 4+ DESPUES DE
SABOREAR UNA SUCULENTA SOPA DE MARISCOS (LOS CUALES COMPRAMOS DE UN LUGARERO)
ACAMPAMOS A ORILLAS DEL RIO ARMERIA. SOLO CON UN PEQUEND D(STURBHD...

We try for Cinacar, "just a few hours away, somewhere beyond the end of
the road." It soon becomes obvious why the road ends.. T NOS FUMOS HaCA
CINACAR, “SOLD A UNAS HORAS DE ALLI AL TERMINARSE EL CAMINO™ ¥ PRONTO HOS
DIMOS CUENTA DE COMO TERMINABA EL CAMINO.

|
RIS
S N ~
N g

Waking to the songs of countless birds, we head for the cave, guided by a boy from
the only family living in Cinacar: “Straight up and to wour left - you can’t miss it.,"
1 AL AMAMECER. EL CONCIERTO DE UN SINNUMERD DE PAJARDS NOS DESPERTC E INICIAMOS
EL CAMIND A LA CUEVA GUIADOS POR UN HIJD DE LA UMICA FAMILIA EN CINACAR. “ALLA ARRIBA
¥ & LA DERECHA. NO PUEDEN EGNVOCARSEY

N A
O

{5

But, of course, we missed it!
1 ¥ CLARD.. NOS EQUIVGCAMOS.




, after we've given up, the
rancher reappears: "Actually, the cave is
off to the right... Just follow the mule trail!
1' HUCHAS HORAS MAT TARDE, CUANDO HOS
MMOS POR VENCIDOS, EL BANCHERD REAPARECIO:
" POS. ND' ESTA &LLA & LA DERECHA..

SIGAH LA VEREDITA DE LAS MULAS,”

259°Y o €5
LA DiReccion,es
LA TemPeratugs

S ~&

Sz BB BB & o B 59
The cave s a regular guano mine: hot, humid, thick with bats (at least three species)...
i and every inch of the floor is covered with a living carpet of huge ticks! + La cueva
L ES UMA VERGADERA MINA DE GUAND: CALIENTE, HUMEDA ¥ LLEMA DE MURCIELAGOS (POR LO MENOS

/u.THES ESPECIES) ¥ CaDA CENTIMETAO DEL SUELO ESTA CUBIERTO POR UNMA ALFOMERA WIVA DE
ACANOS CNORMES!

MR RRART FRROLMAQKAVLOVAUNAIRAERD AR

-
.

Lie leave the cave to discover what appears imposaibie for May,
height of the dry season... * Don’t worry,” our rancher friend
assures us, "itwon'train!" + DEJAMDS LA CUEVA ¥ DESCUBRIMDS

LO QUE FARECIA IMPOSI PARS EL MAYD .. “NO ZE FREOCUPENW."
mgﬁ;omsmnm%ennm&?%w&'um*

e

-

o “oiizats

" and a police patrol convinced that they've dis—
covered a new (and truly filthy) ring of drug traffickers. 1 Lienos
DE LODD POR LA DIZOUE NO-LLUVIA. BEGRESAMOS A LA “CIVILIZACION™ ¥ A

UNA PATRULLA DE QUE HABIAN DESCUBIERTO
INEY N V M5 HN NEBCOS,

A

LA CUEVA
DE
CINACAR

)

TRABAJO REALWZADO CON BRUJULA Y CINTA
(Compass and Tape Survey) 1989/V/6 POR g»v)l
JESUS MORENO N, MANO IBARRA H. JOHN J. PINT
DIBUJADO POR (Drawn by) I PINT & J MORENO
LONGITUD (Length): 94 m.
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s LETTERS Ti) THE EDITOR OEPT.
S«  ANATOMY OF A STUCK CAVER

_/'/-_\ -

Colima, Colima
May 10, 1989

Dean Subtearaneo,

Just aa I thought that I was a {aisly competent caven, a fach of pruactice with {wo pieces ob equipment
showed me thet I may neves agadin have o second chance. The detalls will come latexr in this fedier, bul the
dmpontant thing éon the den to ben ia that this writer is a 1edonmed (ool and that no one s 30 Good
that he on she does not need to practice basic dechniques now and then...

It was Febuany 25, 1989, We woaa 4n Manantfan’s Cenro Grande overlooking a wide, open pét we had found
eatty that mouning. Seven cavers $tom Jelisco were there pus Mario de fa Madadd and I (aow Coldma. Jesus was
Wudum.u:dmmmdmddwudo‘thzlﬂbnmwnwuhmmdungmmm.WMA
ascend, John Look an explonaiony nappel to see whethen o not we wene in the beat position. He decdded 4o wove
the aope tv a befienr vantage point fon all,

"Moteh, ane you ready?” (Who me?) Finally I waa given the honoa of descending and posaibly beding the girsd
4o touch the Hfoon (voluntanily). We had atready connected a second 100 meter tope 4o John's —— a Colima Fite
Depatiment nope that John didn’4 tawst = put sdnce it had been catculoted thatl ihe boittom was only about 102
mederns betow ws, a cable 2addes in a bag was atiached to my haaness.

My Caving equipment had not yei anidived grom Bub and Bob, so I was to descend with mountain ctinbing gean
(aftenr all, isn't caving basically upside~down alpining?) At the lasi moment, I footiashly accepied the use Of
two pleces op technicel equipment that I had nevenr before wsed: one wes a Juman and the other a rack (ajter
@28, ian’t a Juman a mechandical Pausikh knot, while a nack 4s a fancy carabines?). Previous practice with
passing knois —— wsing Pruwsils knots and carabiners only —- added Lo wy condddence.

CHEWING ROPE

Within o bew metens afien descending, my hotness, o full one made
{rom one~inch webbing and used §onr mountain climbing, called wy attention
o Llaell by uncomfportably pressing on wy kedneus. I come to a knot thal
waa foamed when the aope went careening down and the tug that resuited
pulled this accidental knoi quite tight. I wasied consdidenable eneagy <n
untying this Goadian hnoi and $inatly had Lo use my dcath in the process.
The view all atound was incredible, s0 o well deserved nest allowed me to
obseave the walls. The opanness of this vestical cave allowed so much ight
to pencinate that wy head Lamp wea nol necded.

CONNECT JUMAR C TO tooP B

lmcm&p&yobmvingﬂmm&»tdwudwtwwmowmwm%d,wwchw(lm&ld«'.dwtpay
attention o a Loop that had been 4otmed befone the connecting knot (4n cader o attach the cobte ltadder <n
MWW!OOWMancmwmmM.1->M£wuw¢¢xp€a«énhowlémdmu
Loop, but it made its pieascnce clean by jamming <fself 4n the nack. This shouldn'd be a pioblen fon such a
aebb-proctained expend suck as I.., alf that need be done <3 connect the Jumaa above the Aack and »tep into o
Loop connected Lo the Jumax, thus refeasing pressuie. faom the nack. Easy! The only problem was that the knot
was neakiy jommed. J—A-U-M=E-D) 141 What shoud have. been done 44 that I should have either cborled the Auppel
and asconded on switched to a carabiner nappel (only 45 metens wese Ledt begone touchding bottom). My pride and
stubbotnness would not peamit me to do that, a0 I stawugoled and wiggled and stuggled and thought: then
stwuggled sone moae.

_—/’\X
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My hatness was becoming even mote uncompontable, even fo the poini of pain, and I {eit a presswie on my
nibs besdides a squeeze on my bdemonal artesies. Since initial attempls to free mysels used up even mose sirength
and the. pressurte prom the hatness was preventing a noawmal $2ow of citculotion 4n the blood aystem, 4t be came
hander and harsden for me 4o think,

THE SYMPTOMS OF FATIGUE

The xest of the group, up above, shouted advice, but it stowly and sunely evolved into an exescise of
MMIMWMcW-mMMm(SMMEAM}.Idwmnmicuanymﬂ
was Loo patigued), but thete were & couple of <instances when I though that ay demdse was close.

Once, when I took ofd o scbety Prusik and disconnected the tack {(ron wmy hatness, I was depending upon a
Jumen to sustein my weight, but something seemed wiong. As I Rooked up at the Jumax, I could see that £t was
tuwlating ofy. I quichly connected myself to the safely Pausilk since there was no perachute availeble. (The next
day T discovered what hed gone wacng. John sadid -that one should Lie a 2oop to the botiom, not the top of a
Jumax, I was the cufprit that was torquing the Juman 4o one sdide,.. I knew that I showld have ateyed in bed
that day!)

To make matiens wortse, I kepl on swiiching (iom a Jumar 40 a Gibba 0% madn support, and each dime I would
bading one down, the other would stick. I had afsc tried stepping into a Prusik foop. Later on, once sy mental
processes werte stowing down, John shouted ddentical instructions Lo me. They did not woxk, bui after {hinking
over the incident o few days Laten, I betieve that I was atioching the Pausik beiow the Jumar on Gibba instead
0é above them, This could be the most {easible neason for why o simple self-tescue technique that I had already
practiced and was famifian with would not woak at that time.,

I condinued 4u Aeceive shouted messages from above. and I thank el of those who spoke slowly and allowed
$on pauses. AL dimes, othess would alurt 40 speah as soon as I had dinished , a0 thedir vodices would adx with my
cchoea; needtess to aay, much had to be tepeated. Juhn's experlence proved itself as he spoke quite slowky. I
decided 4o only Listen 40 him aa 1) he spohe English; 2) his voice waa quile understandable; 3) he. wos ithe mosd
expenienced of the gioup membens and 4) I didn'i heve much choice.

SPELED GYMNASTICS

MHis 2aat inatrauctions Lo me were about puiiding a Pawsik ox Juman above the aack and stepping <nto a
connected Loop. As previously mentioned, this had already been tried withoul auccess (by my misuase of the
Junarn) ., Agter shouting SHUT UP a few Limes (nod out ué wdensss, but due to the fact that I could nol
concentixale. while beding apohen to), I did scme speles gumnaatics whdich calied fon me to hook my $ool on
a $iny, sippeny 2ip and pull myself up, hold position for o dew seconds and atwuggle with elthen the
Gibba on the Juman. This technique eventually did the tnick, but it wos extitemely jatliguing and could onty
be done at inteavals. But at Last I was éree and rpady to continue down, adten shouting o1 joy!

I have never endoyed a aeppel aa much as T enjoyed those Rasd 45 metens. I RLanded with a §fop as I

fell and auffensd cramping 4n my aams

another yelling seasion and I informed

at the botfom of the pit. I yolled up

matlches, dwo plastic trash bags (fon

down Lo me by the quickest means, and A\S
Having explored, measuwted and / DeaR

gaabage bags and the next mowming (_€DitoR
A month on a0 Rater, alas, we W discovened that this beautiful pit 4o

somewhat Ress than virginal, having o) “4@‘! atready been exploned and sapped by Cartos

Lazcano (See §rontispiece of /ANCS Activities Newslelien £13). It s known as EL Pozo de Lentiscoa.

It atao happens L0 be one of my gavorite hangouts!

nappel, Abten a few minutes of sitting, I stood up, then
and hands. A shoat rest had me -in ashape fon
the gruoup that I was going 4o apend the ndight
some basic necesadities: guanola, a jached,
steeping <n), edc., all o4 which wete send
that does mean the qudichest!

é“ hunted §on teads (none), I anuggted up <n my
\ prsiked up, this time without a hitch.
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por Nacho Icaza

Salimos de Guadalajara a las 2 PM,
¢laudio, Nacho, Nani y Mano, rumbo a
Colima. Entre Atenquique y Queseria en una
curva, les salid de trente y rebasando, un
autotds en sentido contrariov a Mano y a
Nani. Nacho y Claudio que iban atrds de
eilos tuvieron un gran susto, ya que
pensamos se iban a estrellar, perc se
orilld lo mas que pudo y Claudio Yy Nacho
también asi 1o hicieron y solo asi se evitd
el choque.

Continuamos hasta llegar a la Hacienda
del Cdbano (drbol que da madera muy fina
para muebles) donde nos entrevistamos con
pitchel Ventura que es el encargado del
{entro de Extensidn de la Universidad de
Uklahoma, USA ¥ con ¥ario de la Madrid
andrade que los dos pertenecen al H. Cuerpo
de Homberos de Colima.

I1FUEGO!

De Ahi de la Hacienda nos trasladamos
con Mitch y Maric a Colima y pasamos a la
estacién de bomberos para que ellos les
prestaran una cuerda de 100 metros == pero
de pronto los [lamaron para una emergencla
de un incendio y dijo Mitch, WVénonos, hay
un incendio y necesito ilegar rapido!”
Yrendid la sirena de su camioneta y nos
trasladamos a un campo seco de cultivade de
maiz que alguien incendié a propdsite y que
se tenia que apagar rdpido.

Afortunadamente se le controld pronto
con palas. Solidarizdndonos con elios asi
los ayudamos, y comc por ahl era por donde
es 1a salida a Minatitldn, rdpido nos
fuimos y en cosa de 30 minutos empezamos a

subir el Cerro Grande hasta liegar al
pueblo El Terrero v de ahi nos desviamos
por esos caminos de terraceria por una
vereda por donde se podia pasar en la
camioneta y después encontramos unas
sefiales de ZUTZ, que nos indicaba que por
ahi estaban Jests, John y Susy que ya nos
estaban esperando.

A la mahana
siguiente come a eso de
las 5:30 AM salieron
del campamento
{desgraciadamente con
muchos ru_jdos —— Ed.)
ya que no aguantaban la
emocidn Mario, Mitch y
Jestis, a explorar.

FALTA

CUERDA

Encontraron un "Hoyo" muy profunde
cerca del campamento como a 300 wmts.
Rapidamente nos preparamos para cConocer y
descender esa gima gue en principio no
sabiamos qué profundidad tenia y alid vamos
todos.

Jests inicid el descenso en la cuerda
de John de 100 mts. Después de unos minutos
nos gritd que se habia casi acab&do la
cuerda y que le faltaba todavia para
llegar. Entonces tuvo que regresar con los
Jumars.

Posteriormente se buscé una parte mas
abajo de donde bajd John y no alcanzé a
llegar tampoco al fondo y también tuvo que
regresar. Ya arriba planeamos unir las dos
cuerdas de 100 metros, aunque la de ios
bomberos no era el tipo recomendado y usado
por espeledlogos, pero Mitch se otrerlo
bajar en esa cuerda dudosa que habia usado
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ya con los bomberos.

¥itch comenzd a bajar con el sistema
de la Marimba y su arnés o calzonera para
alpinista. Llegando al nudo, se atord y
entonces utilizé el Jumar para poder
desenredarse y asi estar seguro, pero no
pudo y no nos quiso decir por “vergienza" y
traté de desatorarse pero no lo lograba.

LA EMERGENGUCILA

pesde arriba séio se vela su pequefii-
sima figura moviéndose y no logrébamos
notar qué pasaba y John y todos comenzamos
a gritarle si necesitaba ayuda y grité que
po, pero nos dimos cuenta que tenia
problemas pues pasd casi 20 v 30 minutos y
no se movia luego nos gritd que se habia
atorado y que su sistema de arnés de
alpinista le estaba apretande y cortando su
circulacidn sanguinea por lo que empezamos
a tomar medidas de emergencia para un caso
de necesidad y pusimos unas poleas para
poder jalario hasta que ya arriba poder
avudarlo.

Pasé un tiempo de otros 15 minutos ¥
vimos que se movia y que decia gue se
sentia un poco mal y que todavia trataria
de desamarrar su Jumar y Gibbs bloqueados y
John le grité ddndole instrucciones.

yiguid las instrucciones sin éxito
porque (descubrimos mas tarde), todo su
pesoc estaba conectado a la parte superior
—en vez de inferior-- del Jumar. Pero,
haciendo un poco de "espeleo gimndstica,"
logré a apoyar un pie en ia pared, subirse
un poco y finaimente liberar el Jumar.

Entonces pasd el nude y comenzd a
bajar. Después de cinco minutos nos grité
que habia 1legado al fondo y que
descansaria. Entonces, Jesls creyd
conveniente bajar para ver y auxiliar en
algo a Mitch, pero le avisamos si queria
algo y nos gritd que estaba bien que sbélo
queria agua y algo de alimento y que no era
necesario que bajaran a ayudarlo.

LATAS ESTRELLADAS

Ya que eran las 6:45 PM decidid mejor
no bajar y traerie alimentos y agua del
campamento y rdpidamente se le trajo tode y

o

con una mochila se le iba a enviar todo,

pero se le amarrd y uno de los compafieros
no se tijé y ya amarrada la lanzd al hoyo
sin ir poco a poco bajdndola -- error
tatal, ya que comenzd a bajar rdpidamente
la cuerda que Nacho estaba sosteniendo,
pensando que primeramente ia iba & ir
bajando poco a poce su compaiero.

Pero no fue asi v se did cuenta de tal
error y sujetd bien la cuerda a un drbol,
va que no estaba amarrada y aguantd el
tircn al tinal. Pero el agua y las latas se
abrieron en la caida y ya no tuve que abrir
las iatas pues le liegd el "plato servido."

Ya hacla mucho frio y dijo Mitch que
ahi abajo se iba a quedar a dormir y que en
ia maflana como & las 7:30 iba a ascender,
una vez gue hubiera explorado el lugar y
Lemprano nos presentames para en caso
necesario apoyar a Mitch. Pero, tUh,
sorpresa! Xitch ya habia empezado el
ascenso y va iba a mas de la mitad.

Finalmente llegd arriba, empapado de
sudor por el esfuerzo y lo felicitamos por
su odisea.

También pensamos que bajariamos, pero
John, ya que vié 1o que habia pasado y la
tragedia que no habia pasado (menos mal) y
porque no le tenia confianza a la cuerda de
ios bomberos, decidié que nadie mas bajaria
ya, sino hasta que se irajera una cuerda de
almenos 135 metros {la profundidad del
sotano) completa y sin nudos. Entonces
levantamos el campamento y regresamos a
Guadalajara.

Uinos meses mas tarde, Mauricio Tapie
descubrié que "el sotano de Mitch" era el
Pozo de Lentiscos, ya explorado y medido
por Carlos Lazcano (ve el articulo TERRERO
en este numerc).
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EXPLORARCION 8L BEfgmlﬂERﬂ OF TOXIN, 18 MRS
: 11D
GRAT

DE JALISCO

FOR MARIO QUERRERQ,
MACHO [CAZ A
Y SUSY PINT

Tenfamos un afio ssperando para ir =
visitar esta cueva. Hablamos leldo ia revista
México Desconocida vy John nos habia
platicads muche de alla, Empeszames &
practicar vy a hacer ejercicio; preguntamos a
Johin que‘ «.wcupanamos para entrar. {En un
principio John irfa con nosotres pero al final no
EUGO) fos proporciond copias del pian que hizo

azcane de iz cueva y nos dijo cbdme llegar =
elia; ya que el mapa de Laz.u.ano MEnciona ires
pozZos, NOsS conseguimoes dos camaras de llania
¥ una bolsa inflable.

A MUY TEMPRANAZ HORAS
Por fin se lead la
fecha: 20 y 21 de mayo.
Fartimos el sabadoc a ias
2:00 AM tres miembros dsl
CEQ, Luis Reijas, Jorge
Horta y Mario Guerrero
asi como un_ msembro del
L3pSieociin 207 £, Ignacio
lcaga. Los cuatro
eniamoes todo preparado
para ia avenwura Sin
mavores
(za alvo

Una gasolinera apisria) hegaimos
Cohma con Mitch Ventura v Mario de |12 Madrid,
miembros del cuerpoe de bomberos de Colima v
de ZOTZ a quenes esncontramos en =i
misraisimo  centro, atando cuerdas en Ia
catedral para haceyr practlca= de rappeh.
i Obviarnenie, no podian acompanarnost Y, por
lo tanto, continuamos nuestra marcha, pasando
por Villa de Alvarez rumbo a Minatitidn.

Al llegar, npreguntamos por la cueva a unas
personas que trabajaban en e campo V¥
proseguimos hacia ia enirada. Dejamos  ei
vehiculo & escasps 200 metros de la entrada,

ran la 1200 de! dia cuando tenfamocs
preparado 1040 para enirar,

HACIA DONDE SE CAYQ EL TECHO

La entrada ers un

hueco de apenas 15

contratiempos /4 y
gue, dadas las ¥
horas de la noche. B 1777IDR b=
tuvimos problemas para '© 2 I g‘a

metros de ancho y un tirc de aprox. seis mis,
v ba;amos en rappel. Estando abajo los cuatro,
comenzd la gran travesia. Llegamos primero a
un saidn chico de Aprox, cuatro mts. ancho vy
seis de =zito v después de nasar algunas
grandes rocas, itegamo:» a un Salbn Mas grandes
con muchas e*’;talacmas y otras formaciones.
Era algc bselisime. DespusSs pasamos por un
pasaje de mucha arena, con subldas y bajadas,
Par Pcra una alberca o un remanso de rio, pero
no tenia agua Todo era muy humeds vy
tenfamos puesta la mascariila pero nos la
quitamos pues el sudor nos emnezd 2 dificultar
ia respiracién. £ camino en ese paso era difici
por tantas rocas grandes que habia que pasar
f Que eran muy resbalosas vy llenas de arena,
Lleqamos luego aun gran salun con muchas
formaciones, £ra enorme v tenia algo parecido
a unos playones con
fucha arena y roecas. &n
este punio se encontraba
un pasiie =i cuali noe
exploramos poraue
tenfamos la intencibn de
liegar nasta 2i fondo de ia
cueva,

Después de sste saldn
entramos & oo que
parecna como gi ge hubiera
caido € 1echo, Tal vez,
supusimos, esto se debié a

) a'gm movimiento teidrico,
¢ Habla grandes rocas en ei
suelo 1as cuales teniamos que rodear, unas
pasar por debajo, otras por arriba.
£n este iugar apreciamos hasta doénde liega
e! niveal del aguz [en algunos salones hasta mas
dge ja inmilad d& SU ailura, poir €80 nNo €S
recomendable visitar la cueva en tiempo de
liuvias.) Despuds pasamos por omwes salones
increlbies con estaiact itag y estaiagmitas de
todas formas., Unas parecian hongos y altares
l'r.:llgIOaua.

POR AGUAS CRISTALINAS

Liegamos a un paso muy estrecho que
terminaba =y Uit paguehio tiro de
aproximadamente wes s, ¥ balamos
desescalando con mucho cuidado, &l legar
abzajo vimos a un lado una poza de agua
cristalina de unos 2x2 mts. De esa poza seguia
un arrcyo e cua! pasames por un ladc o
ia roca. Cra poco profundo (uncs 40




cms) y tarminaka en una gran poza llena de
agua cuya profundidad nc se apreciaba a
pesar de que ] agua era muy cristaling,

CHIMENEANDC ADORMILADOS

A este punto estdbamos ya muy, cancados
Y YO ine esiaba duimiendo {(no habia dorimido
porgue manejé toda la noche) pero al ver sl
Animo de mis companeros. decidl continuzr. No
me podia quedar soio.. i€l miedc no anda en
burrol

Este paso fue & mas dificil porque el agua
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una especie de =ifén hacia abajo Yy porque
empezaron a cler ligeramente a metano.

Habian pasado cuatro horas v decidimos
amprender el regraso. Teniamos que ascender
los nueve mis que bajamos, Primero subié Luis,
despues vo, luego intento subir Jorge, pero
cuando iHa a fa miad, ya nc aguantd y se fue
resbalando hasta caer al agua. Entonces, se
puse el arnds y Nacho y yo lo ayudamog a
subir § lPesado ei muchachoi}

{AHORA PARA DONDE?

R Va e actinen i noas I

estaba helada, & poza estaba Dro’unaa v va GQUE SSTUVE QUToR, puoumos @ PoZa con
ademas la otra orilla de la poza era un tiro de a')’Uda de Luis otra vez, Y SEGUIMOoS, Eran como
aprox,, 9 mis lag . 6.09
v habia agua cuando nos
abajd. pPass detuvimos a
Luis primero, comer en unz
chimenando, pledra  Gue
Despues parecia
intentd  pasar mesg; 4
Mache pero se I p } estabamos
atoré a ja mitad y Luis wivo qus zayuciarw g EXOUSIONE TRIE NUESIS Iy o SR aE,
pasar. Después tivo que bajar Nacho el tiro [SU&MoS & una parte | Gonue tono
porque tres personas no caben al otro lade de gsg‘:“’s% a:}“melté\?fgsglgz e”g’::fg?j’f
al poza. Para bajar utiiizamos vanos edazos

L j P ESI® VEZ RAMOS Ui poo ARS  Aprisa.

de cuerda que tralamos v mas o menos llead
hasta akajo.

Despues siguié Jorge, quien tuvo que utiizar
la Hlanta v la ayuda ge Luis para poder cruzar
v lU€go segul yo {mas dormido gue despieriol.
¥ con la avudsa de Luis {para variar).

WIDAT

En S8 misma area de ia  pozas,
encontramoes vida: un a;olote en ia etapa de
transicién para convertirss en rana; un insecto
acuatico tipo chinche que rdpido se escondib
en cuanto sintié nuestra presencia; algo de
flora {unas plantas con guia blanca en forma de
vainal y una piania de hojas biancas (en las
que se, percsbsa ia ralz) que hacia pensar en un
tabachin miniatura (25 cms de aitoh

Al Ilegar al fondc del tiro tiene uno aue
rincar hacia la arena para ne mejarse y, claro,
tcdoz ncs mojamos. Encontramos iuego unos
playvones de arena v algunas piedras, como si
fuera € fondo de un lago y continuamos por
unos  afrasvadercs, Poco a poce se ikl
angostando la cueva,

[AIRE!  |AIRE!

De repente nos salieron al paso los
primeros murciSlagos que nos pasaban muy de
cerca en estampida, Yy, después de  tomar
eiectrolitos que. segln eso, &5 muy
recomendable, seguimos un poco mas,

¥Ya se nos dificuitaba respirar. Cada vez
iAalAbamos mas v mas aire ., 108 encendedores
no prendfan y decidimos gquedarnos en esa
parie Jorge Yy yo mientas Luis y Nacho
siguisron unos cien metros mas adslante v
regresaron porgue la cueva se acabana €n

Ya gquerfamcs salir de la cueva jv teniamos
mucha sed! {s& nos habia acabado e agua) vy

por fin legamos a donde estaba ia cuerda para
subir al fa entrada,

Eran las 7:00 PM cuando salié e! ditimo.
Todavia habia claridad, lo cual nos alegrd
mucho, Estabamos tan cansados que no

podiamos decidir donde acainpar, Habia dos
opiniones: una, campar junto a la entrada de
iz cueva v otra ir hasta el rio que esté junte a
ia carretera., Pues ni ninguna de ias cdos
funciond vy nos fucmos de un jalén hasta Colima
Yy Hegamos COn oS Domberos, dondeg muy
amablemente nos dieron posada, Nos bahamos.
cenamos y dormimos en sus camas c!ende
CRIMOS 105 CUaro Como muertos v al oo dia
nos levantames vy decidimos irnos a Playa del
Paraias, donde un chapuzdn nos supo a gloria,
Regresamos a Guadaiajara sin
nonfrauempos para 23perar el aho que entra v
yuucl visitar de quV\.Fﬁa a r‘laraw.losa cuava,

SUMMARY OF THE ABOVE REPORT

LEth three inner tubes and an inflatable raft, three membars of
CE0 and one ZOTZ szt out a5t the unsodiy hour of 2 8M 1o spand the
weekend at three-kim-long Toxin Cave.

The mpossibiify of finding 9as siafions open during the wee
howrs made Tor a long Trip. 87 noon, bleary-eued but willing, they
entered the cave, pushed past fanfastic formations, enarmous
boulders, a tricku chimnew, a crustal-clear iake (now dry in the
gﬂnfer), to the airless siphon zone that has stonped 2l cxnlorers co

Thirsty and exhausted, they mdited the cave at 7 PM, drove o
Colima and coﬂapsed in beds kindly supplied by Mitch Ventura and The
“Coiima Sombers” Fire Deparimenta

t
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FR 75 7.
THE BOOK
Jones raised his right hand
and pointed at the ravening
dog.. "ZOTZY' he said.
and the animal sprawled,
stiff-legged in the
paralysis of death..

@ ‘&?

NN
o PR PA

Thanka 1o friends in the Guadslajara
Phitharmonic orchestra, we now PoSSEsSs a are
copy Of this 1947 novel with a strangely
familiar title (it was also turned into a movie, we
weire 10ld., chviousiy not a DICCKbUSTE),

ZOTZi bv Walter Karig is the tale of a
profeasser of ancient civilizations whe comes
upon a mysterious disc inscribed with an
“Astvparaean” formuia that bestows upon him
“the power of the Sient Death'” & thunderbolt
from the god Zowz leaves Jones both with the
ahility to kill by pointing his finger., and with a
mysierious uiciad femals who ingy of may hot
have been sent by the ancient ones 10 keep an
eye oh their new champicn

The story begins well, but Jones’ frustration
at the Army, Navy and FBi's disinterest in his
Uitimate Weapon soon LEcComes our own, as
e is torever shutfied from one government
hureaucracy to ancther, pathetically begging
for nothing more than a chance 10 give hiter
the finger.

ESPELEQOCLUB Z0TZ {any  connection
between Astyparaean and Mayan s purely
coincidental} is investigating the possibility of
using this unique technigque to zap the "Cyeball
Biters” in Cold Dunk Cave {see Chapuzon
Success in this issus),

FOHG SfAas

siitninar & fer

FROM OUR LIBRARY
De Nuestra
Biblioteca

EXCHANGES / INTERCAMRIOS

In exchange for SUBTERRANEO, ZOTZ
now receives the foilowing publications
reguiariv: (INTERCAMBIANDO, SUBTERRANEO
RECIBE LAS SIQUIENTES PUBLICACIONES:)

CAVES & CRAVING

Official bulletin of e British Cave Research
Association, 44 pages. cover in colour and, of
course, English English! Twice the size of the
M55 NMews and with a bit more humour in the
trip reports, Focuses on British expeditions
{often overseas) but includes short reports on
many expiorations around the world, Quarterly.

50 I L

24 pages, on major activities of Caiifornia
cavers, book reviews, articles on equinment
and techniques (e.g., Soiar Charging your
Barreries in Vol 338. No, 1. Quarterly.

Around six wild and crazy pages on the
down-io-€arihi doin's of California’'s olgest
grotto. Monthly. Thanks to Bruce & Anna for
arranging the Califernia sxchanges!

T1e SURSLY

R LR vicia

el 5
ARTICLES /

ARTICLLOS

Enfermedades Infecciosas: Histoplasmasis:
Micoioaia Medica: Histopiasma Capsulatum:
Quimioterapia: Histoplasmosis: Histor The
Bird-Droppings Dizease; Clinical lmporiance of
Histo: Histo in Cawves; Histo vs. Mexico ‘G2
Response of English Speleologicts to Histo; Histo:
The Facts; Expedition Chiapas ‘88 Mexique,
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MUuRrcigLAGOS

AHORA Nos Yoca
HABLAR De LoS
VURCELAGOS MAS
A RUNDANTES

r

Economicamente €510S MU RCietAcos
Son IMPoRYANTISMOS, Ya gue Son UNA
IMPoR1AISIMA FoRmA DE CoutRoL Bialocico
L De RACAS ACRI(ocas

1VYes |
ConsSuMimes VARIAS
VECES WESTRo PESO
€N WSsectos

Y De PostRe:
S CRETES DE Gusano
BARRCNADOR PeLVIATZ

56 GUN CALQULOS, UvA COLOVIR GRAVDE, DEVORA
Cov UNA Doche, €L cpuivALEUtE €V I Seckos, AL

Peso DE CivCO ELEFANTES /\—\/\

Pervow SemoR,

My ComPADRe Lo
CoNFuuDio Col
UNA CHiVCHe
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DGSGRAC\ADAMGU‘K Los \wSecticipas TAMBienw AcABAN
Cow €Wos

€LeMenrraL WASoW,
aLeuien Puso DT €N

€S VAMP)Ro, SENOR

Com VAMP\Ros Jugz

A0S,
TAUBIEN S€ LES
DESTRUYE, CONFUNDIENDOLOS

&

LA MAYORIA De €SYOS NURCELAGCOS
CAPYVRA LOS wSectos AL VVELD,Y
USA LAS MemBRAVAS DE LAS ALAS, O LA

De (AS TRTAS PARA ATRAPARLOS, Y VARA
LLEVARSELOS A LA BOcA,



